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WHY COME TO SOUTH SEAS?
South Seas are a leading New Zealand Film, Television, Screen Acting and
Photography training institution with an excellent reputation for delivering professional
industry training.
Since 1992, South Seas has been the main practical training provider for the New
Zealand Film, TV and Media industries. We are an NZQA-ranked Category 1 provider
and our intensive hands-on practical courses have proven to be the best way of
training people to gain the experience and confidence they need to work effectively in
their chosen field. In fact, our graduate destination survey reveals that we consistently
achieve over an 85% employment rate in our graduate’s chosen field of study.

New Zealand Diploma in Screen Production
Level 5 | 40 Weeks
If you want a rewarding exciting and creative career working in the Film, Television, Media and
Entertainment industry, South Seas has the course that will suit your needs.
The New Zealand Diploma in Screen Production is intensive, practical and industry relevant. It
has been designed in close consultation with the New Zealand Film & TV Industry.
South Seas will get you industry-ready in one year. This means tackling everything head-on
and trying out a range of different Film and TV roles, then going into your selected major to
become an employable professional in your field of interest.
Over the course of the year, you will participate in over 30 productions, while being closely
tutored by industry professionals.

Course Content
The course covers all the essential production skills needed to produce the many dramatic,
documentary and TV projects that make up the New Zealand Diploma in Screen Production.
Once you’ve tried your hand at everything, you will be able to major in one of the following
aspects of film and television production:
Production: You love being in the middle of the action, with everyone depending on you. You
revel in relationships, knowing what people do best and how to get it out of them – for the
best possible creative outcome. You see the big picture. You see the global marketplace, the
audience, the future.
Directing & Screenwriting: You are full of ideas. Your enthusiasm is contagious. You can
imagine things that don’t yet exist – they are as real as the chair you’re sitting on. A natural self
starter, your inborn motivation doesn’t need annual bonuses or company retreats. You’re willing
the take the road less traveled to follow your dreams.
Documentary Directing: You see stories all around you. You’re attuned to what goes on in
your neighborhood – and the world. You see cinematic potential in things others ignore. You
make visible what would otherwise go unnoticed. You makes sense of what would otherwise
be chaotic. You are a change maker.
Camera, Lighting & Audio: You are fearless. You’re a team player who knows what it means
to pull your weight. You enjoy action and are able to learn on your feet. Camera, lighting and
audio are rapidly changing areas of screen production. They are also the most action-packed
and game changing. Forget spacing out in the office. Forget routine. Never be bored again.

Art & Design: You are an artist, who enjoys team work with other like-minded people.
You love transforming actors and sets into something magical. At South Seas, you get
comfortable with all areas of production design – including makeup, props, costumes and
set dressing. There is plenty of work to be done. The art department in just one major film
can employ hundreds of people.
Post Production: You are the lifeline of the confused director, the unsung hero of Film &
Television. Post production offers an access to a wide variety of roles. With 3D imaging and
augmented reality, the lines between post production, cinematography, and art department
are getting blurred. The possibilities are endless.

Career Outcomes
We aim for Screen Production graduates to be able to:
•

Confidently apply for trainee positions in the Film & Television industry, knowing they
have the right skills and the all important practical experience to do the work they will
be expected to do

•

Develop rewarding industry careers

•

Continue learning, building on a firm foundation of knowledge and practical skills
obtained on the course

You will leave South Seas with an industry-standard show reel of practical exercises that
you produced or participated in during the year and with a detailed Skill Report that provides
prospective employers with a comprehensive overview of your skill levels.

Application Requirements:
•

New Zealand applicants must be 17 years or older

•

International applicants must be 18 years or older

•

All applicants must also complete the course application form and written requirements
as well as complete a formal interview

•

For more information regarding entry requirements,
visit http://www.southseas.co.nz/film-television-full-time-diploma
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New Zealand Diploma in Screen Production
Level 5
How do I apply?
Online
You can apply directly on the South Seas website. Simply visit
www.southseas.co.nz/application-enrolment and fill out the online application form.

In person
Drop in to our campus and talk to one of our Student Recruitment Advisors.
They’ll take you through the application process on the spot.

Phone in
You can also give us a call on +64 9 444 3253
or 0508 South Seas (0508 768 847).

Contact us
Email: info@southseas.co.nz
Phone: +64 9 444 3253
3/75 Ellice Road, Glenfield
Auckland 0629, New Zealand
PO Box 34-579, Birkenhead
Auckland 0746, New Zealand.
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